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Foreword
by Kristine Farley

A

re yo u re a d y for a grand adventure?
In 1988, my second child was struggling with a kindergarten teacher
who didn’t like stragglers. A friend introduced me to homeschooling as a
viable option. As I read books by John Holt, Raymond Moore, and others, I felt divinely directed to homeschool. I knew I could meet the needs of my children individually, and that we could be closer as a family. For us, homeschooling has become
a lifestyle.
The world of homeschooling today is nothing like it was a couple of decades
ago, when we started. LauraMaery’s first homeschooling book opened the world of
the Internet to me and showed me all the options that were available in cyberspace.
Thanks to her, I now have almost too many options for materials, resources, and information.
Online resources have been a great supplement to our homeschooling effort. We
have always homeschooled in an eclectic way, focusing on the children’s and my interests and talents, as well as the flow of the seasons. By this I mean, our schooling
takes a different twist in the late summer, when we put up the garden harvest. This
becomes our unit study and a great time for us to talk.
The first week of October to late November, our studies become more academic
in nature. During the holiday season we look for ways to improve our community
and serve our fellow man. This sometimes has included making quilts for humanitarian aid, providing hands-on help with flood relief, coordinating donations of
household items for natural-disaster victims, and coordinating and preparing Christmas Eve dinners for those in need.
After the New Year, we start another season of academic focus, along with a concentration on talent and interest projects. We use individual unit studies and hands-
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on activities and adventures. These have included Boy Scout merit badges, projects
with our church’s youth groups, tending animals, art, sports, crafts, and sewing.
Toward the end of April we begin another season of garden preparation and
tending the newborn animals. Everyone has responsibilities and helps in their own
way, and collectively we learn and grow—no pun intended.
The cycle of the seasons continues through the summer, with lots of outdoor
projects, experiments, camping, and family fun.
The children are learning how to set goals and provide a good flow of different
activities throughout the day. Sometimes children will become immersed in a particular study, and I have really tried to honor their “work” and not interrupt them.
Other times, changing activities helps them to stay excited and motivated, because
of the many projects they are allowed to juggle.
Throughout the year, the kids are reading books individually, and aloud to the
family. Often, the books relate to what we are doing. Once, we read Heidi around a
campfire by night while camping in the mountains, and, like Heidi, spent part of
our days hiking and collecting herbs and berries.
The children in our large family have many different learning styles. We see both
their strengths and their weaknesses as opportunities for learning. Reading works by
pioneers such as Raymond Moore helped me to see that all of my children weren’t
going to be ready to read at four or five years old and that there are great benefits to
developing in other ways at their own pace. As a result, we have had children who
were reading by five and some that really didn’t click until they were twelve or thirteen years old. That’s okay, because God made each of us different, and as a homeschooling family we can each grow in our own way and in our own time.
With seven children, four grown to date, this has been a grand adventure that
still excites me as a mom. I get to see children become independent, capable people
who know who they are, know how to learn anything they want, and are successful
in whatever they choose. I wouldn’t trade our homeschooling life for anything.
Kristine Farley is an author and homeschooling mom, as well as a master rapid eye
technician and wellness coach. While she raises her family she operates Joyful Empowerment, her Web business. She lives with her children and her husband, Scott, on a minifarm in the foothills of Mount Rainier.
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Introduction
to the Second Edition

S

i n c e t h e f i r s t edition of Homeschool Your Child for Free, our family has graduated four homeschoolers—all of whom are now in college and university and doing
very well academically. They’re even funding their own college costs (which makes
us very proud!). Homeschooling your child for free actually works!
We continue to teach our children—even the ones in college, who still seek our academic advice from time to time—and we continue to do it without spending a penny. We
love our library, and we love our co-op. But most of all, we love our freedom. We explore,
we read, we use community resources, and we rely on the marvelous academic tools available to us online.
When we began our homeschooling journey, the Internet was barely a blip. The resources we used at the time were sparse, and most of them weren’t very good.
Things have changed pretty dramatically in the intervening years. Now we’re crazy
about Wikipedia. (In fact, we generally edit at least half a dozen Wikipedia articles a
week.) We love Yahoogroups and Google and a thousand other tools that didn’t even rate
a mention in the first edition.
In fact, there’s so much available now that instead of helping you find something—
anything—to teach a subject, we’ve spent months and months winnowing down the tens
of thousands of possibilities.
Nearly every resource in this edition of Homeschool Your Child for Free is new. The resources are incredible, the information is deep, and the education will be meaningful.
This edition also uses much shorter URLs than we had in the first edition, making the
book much easier to use.
We’ve also included several entirely new sections. In this edition, you’ll find great tools
for:
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Introduction to the Second Edition
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

free online courses
public school partnering
information literacy
handwriting and penmanship
business entrepreneurship
culture and society
graduating a homeschooler
personal financial management
life skills
careers and vocational guidance

We’ve retained in this edition many of the interviews we conducted with professionals who work in the fields we discuss, as well as interviews with homeschooling
parents who found success in teaching their children with free resources. Some of
those people have moved on in their careers, and many of those parents have graduated their children and have moved on to the next stage of parenthood: watching
adult children excel.
And believe us: With the strong foundation our kids received at home, this is
turning out to be the best part of parenting. Join us in our journey to making cherished children into awesome adults.
—LMG
Kent, Washington
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Conventions

T

h i s b o o k m a k e s some assumptions about you and your homeschooled
children:

• We assume that you’re seeking educational material for all ages. The material

•

•

•
•

here covers preschool to college. What you don’t use this year will come in
handy next year; if your youngest child is nearly ready to graduate, put the
preschool material on the shelf for your grandchildren.
While children come in male and female models, English doesn’t. In this
book, when we speak of a child, in the generic sense, we toss around some
pronouns. Sometimes we use he; sometimes we use she. Except when we refer
specifically to males or females, the pronouns are used alternately and interchangeably.
We assume that because they’re homeschooled, your children may be more academically advanced than their peers are. (Individual attention tends to have that
effect on all children.) Therefore, we believe a majority of individually
schooled teenagers are capable of learning well from material written at an
early college level. Many of the resources in this book are designed for firstand second-year college students. Your intelligent teenager should be presented with this material, with the expectation that even if he doesn’t absorb
everything in a single sitting, he’ll nevertheless broaden his understanding
through the exposure.
We assume you want to cover specific subject matter when you teach. That’s why
the resources in this book are grouped by curriculum area rather than by age.
We assume you are capable of monitoring your children’s academic progress, and
you don’t need day-to-day handholding to ensure that your children are making adequate educational advancement. We invite you to consider the cur-
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riculum material both for compliance, if that’s an issue in your state, and for
reassurance. We include in the appendix a suggested curriculum scope and sequence to help you get organized. But we don’t recommend specific timetables in the belief that parents and children should make their own decisions
about how and whether to incorporate their state’s curriculum standards into
their homeschooling.
• Who learns from the material in this book? We assume that education is a
group effort. Whether the parent studies the material and teaches the child, or
the child learns the material and reports back to the parent, the effort will educate everyone. Therefore, when we say you, we generally refer to the parent,
while recognizing that in many families, it will be the children who take the
lead in deciding how they’ll be educated.

Credits
Much gratitude to the free URL redirector Tiny URL (tinyurl.com), which allowed
us to convert long, complex Web addresses to something quick and easy. And yes, we
made a donation to back up our thanks. The background information for some of
the definitions, quotations, and biographies in this text are adapted from the following resources:
Bartleby bartleby.com
These include, specifically, the American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations, Columbia Encyclopedia, and several others.
Biography biography.com
Dictionary dictionary.com
Easton’s Bible Dictionary eastonsbibledictionary.com
Merriam-Webster Online m-w.com
Newbury House Online Dictionary nhd.heinle.com
Web of Online Dictionaries yourdictionary.com
Several of the people quoted in this text are current or former volunteers at:
Ask an Expert askanexpert.com
All Experts allexperts.com
Homeschool Reviews tinyurl.com/hsreviews
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Chapter 1

Why We Homeschool

A

l l g o o d pa re n ts homeschool their children. Some do it
full time. Some do it part time in partnership with professional
educators. And some do it while their kids are on break from
traditional schools. If you teach your children at all, you homeschool.
Homeschoolers cut across all segments of the population. Although
the movement is indisputably largest in the United States (reliable research puts the number of American homeschooled children at 1.5 million, or 1 to 2 percent of school-age children), Canadians, Europeans,
and thousands of expatriated North American families in
the military, in missionary service, in business, and in the
civil service are also embracing homeschooling.
Homeschoolers advocate dozens of educational phiHotlinks
losophies, ranging from strict school-at-home programs to
militant unschooling. There are parents who have homeHomeschool Your Child
schooled from birth, parents who enroll their children in
for Free!
hsfree.com
supplemental classes, and parents who embrace public or
private school and supplement it with their own afterHomeschool Reviews
tinyurl.com/hsreviews
school and weekend programs.
While the homeschooling movement is often perHomeschooling
Step-by-Step
ceived as conservative in nature, a sizable number of homehomeschoolsteps.com
schoolers are adamantly liberal. Homeschoolers cover the
range of human experience. They include self-avowed
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“hippies,” rural farm families, gay couples, single parents, grandparents,
stepparents, and kindly aunts.
Some families homeschool in small church or neighborhood “coops,” some are affiliated with charter or private schools, and some go it
alone. Some homeschooling families are devoutly religious; some have
no religious affiliation at all. The homeschooling community embraces
Pagans and Catholics, Bahá’ís and Mormons, Buddhists and Sikhs, Jehovah’s Witnesses and Protestant Christians, Hindus and serious atheists,
Muslims and Jews.
Parents homeschool because their children are gifted, learning disabled, behavior disordered or easily overlooked, hyperactive, or just plain
bored. Some parents homeschool because they feel undermined or unsafe. Most parents homeschool for smaller classes, individual attention,
and customized curriculum. And most of all, parents homeschool their
kids because they simply want to. Because they’re good parents, and they
believe it’s the best thing for their children.
No matter how—or why—you homeschool,
you’re welcome here. And congratulations on choosBest
ing to teach your children both economically and intelligently.
Homeschooling
Intelligently? Absolutely. In choosing this book,
Moment
you’re gaining access to thousands of resources that
When kids come up to mine and
make up the best and most current information
say, “Aw, why don’t you quit
available anywhere. No stodgy, fifteen-year-old, outhomeschooling and go to public
of-date textbooks for your kids. By choosing to
school where you can make
homeschool your child for free, you’re also choosing
friends and have a social life?” I
am pleased when my kids say,
to homeschool your child for now. For the world
“Naw, I like homeschooling.”
your child lives in today, rather than the world that
Those are great moments.
existed in 1996, when many of her friends’ out-of—Rebecca Lynn Miller,
date social studies and science textbooks were writhomeschool mom who wants
ten. If you use this book properly, you’ll also teach
better life options for her kids,
Hudson, Florida
your sons and daughters how to find their independent way around modern technology to do the kind
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of research and study that will make them successful in college and the
business world.
By making wise, intelligent, frequent use of the Internet, you’re
teaching your children two things: one, that there are answers to all their
questions, and two, that those answers are within their grasp. You’ll teach
them how to find information, how to work efficiently, how to avoid
time-wasting dead ends, and how to focus on their educational goals. Do
we guarantee that this book will make your child smarter? Yes, we do.
Will your child be better off if he’s homeschooled? Of course. Is homeschooling the answer to all your problems? Well . . .
Here’s how it works. If you haven’t yet been on the Internet, it’s time to
start. Visit your community library, recreation center, or YMCA and ask
for assistance. In most North American locations, community Internet access is available for free. And you can get help from the librarian, the
neighborhood computer geek, or a friendly family member. Ask your Designated Tutor to teach you two skills: surfing the Web and using email.
Once you know what you’re doing, save yourself the headache of living at the library and get online at home. Bet you can do it for free!
Here’s how: There’s someone in your neighborhood, congregation, or
family who has an unused computer. (Our own family has to find a
home for one of our old computers every year or so, as we upgrade the
clunker for something more current.) Put the word out that you’re looking for a PC, and offer to barter child care or some other skill in exchange for that computer. To our family, taking the computer off our
hands and putting it to good use would be payment enough. Your cost
may vary.
If you have your own computer, it’s not hard to get online for free.
Here are some options:
Juno juno.com
Ten hours of free online time each month and a 1G email account.
Access from all fifty U.S. states. It’s advertising-supported, which
slows down access somewhat.
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NetZero netzero.net
Offers ten hours of free access each month. It works in fifty U.S.
states. Like Juno, it’s advertising-supported.
Free Internet Access Providers
emailaddresses.com/email_internet.htm

Here you can find free ISPs around the world, including several regional U.S. providers. You’ll also find reviews and listings for other
free services.
Readers with laptop computers have even better options. Free highspeed wireless Internet access is available in nearly every community in
North America, and most cities around the world. Here’s how to find a
nearby wi-fi hotspot:
WiFi Hotspot List wi-fihotspotlist.com
A directory of public hotspots for wireless Internet access. Type in an
address, and the site searches for the nearest wi-fi point.
WiFi FreeSpot wififreespot.com
Another directory of public hotspots. This one is organized by U.S.
state, and lists only those spots that provide free Internet access.
Whether you have your own Internet access or not, you can get free
email from any connected computer. The advantage of using web-based
email is that you can check your mail from any computer. Hundreds of
organizations provide free web-based email accounts; these sites are my
personal favorites. Visit one to set up your own free account:
Doramail doramail.com
Email server with organizational tools. Calendar, homepage builder,
greeting cards, and more. Easy sign up, easy to use.
Gmail gmail.com
Relatively clean interface, good spam filters. Hugely popular.

www.ThreeRiversPress.com

Gold_9780307451637_4p_01_r1.p.qxp

6/12/09

9:26 AM

Page 5

Inbox inbox.com
Absolute favorite. Easy sign-up, an incredible
thirty gigs of online storage, spam filtering, easyto-remember domain name. Plus, it’s relatively
unknown, so whatever name you want is probably
available.
Lycos Mail lycosmail.com
Cleanest interface, relatively unknown, easy signup. Stores up to 3G of email and attachments. Also
provides voice mail and instant messaging services

✩

Why We Homeschool

Best
Homeschooling
Moment

The best moments for me
happen when my children
thank me for bringing them
home to learn. It is exciting to
see them become excited
about learning again.
—Patty Wiens, Christian
homeschool mom to six,
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

To make good use of all the free resources in the
book, you’ll also need good software. Until recently,
free software consisted mostly of single-purpose
shareware utilities that provided pop-up clocks and calendars, or fixed
your non-working mouse. Today, though, free software has grown up.
Full suites of software are available in two formats: online and downloadable. You choose.
Google Docs docs.google.com
Everyone’s talking about Google Docs. There’s a reason Microsoft
wanted to buy the company. Docs includes a web-based word processor, spreadsheet, and presentation tool, with more to come.
Thinkfree thinkfree.com
Thinkfree is the least known of the three major online suites, but it
claims to have the best integration with Microsoft products. The interfaces will be more familiar to Office users.
Zoho zoho.com
An entire suite of business software, free, online, ready to go. Word
processor, spreadsheet, database . . . it’s all there. And more. How do
they do this without charging?
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Best
Homeschooling
Moment

We were discussing the
possibility of adopting a child
from the foster care system. I
mentioned that a number of kids
are ADHD and have behavioral
problems and trouble in school.
My ten-year-old son cocked his
head and said, “Well, just get
them out of school and
homeschool them! It worked for
me, didn’t it?”
—Darlene Pineda, an intelligent,
liberal family person, Elizabeth
City, North Carolina

Open Office openoffice.org
Downloadable suite of software that runs on almost
any platform, including Macintosh, and is comparable to Microsoft Office. It includes word processing,
spreadsheets, presentations, graphics, databases, and
more.
StarOffice sun.com/software/star
Word processor, database, spreadsheet, presentation,
and drawing suite. Free to students and faculty. Runs
on Windows, Linux, or Solaris platforms.
Lotus Symphony symphony.lotus.com
The third of the three major downloadable suites.
Includes a word processor, spreadsheet, and presentation application.

Now you’re set to Homeschool Your Child For Free!
This book focuses on four main areas. Chapters 2
and 3 give you the lowdown on homeschooling. In
chapter 2, you’ll find solutions to all kinds of homeschooling issues. Chapter 3 helps you pull together a full homeschool
curriculum, from preschool through pre-college. Chapters 4 through 6
examine the essentials of education: readin’, writin’, and ’rithmetic.
Chapters 7 through 11 provide a full liberal-arts education: art, history,
music, social studies, and humanities. In the subsequent two chapters,
12 and 13, you’ll find the hard sciences. Finally, we offer graduation
guidance: a chapter on college admissions, careers, and independent living/home economics. From cradle to adulthood, your child will be
homeschooled for free! Want more? The following resources are associated with this book, and will supplement and update the material you’re
holding in your hands. As long as this edition is in print, these resources
will be available to you:
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Homeschool Your Child for Free! hsfree.com
The largest homeschool database on the Net. Thousands of sites—
reviewed, rated, and updated regularly. As an owner of the most current edition of this book, you can register for access to the site, submit
your own resources, search for help, participate in the Homeschool
for Free discussion area, and locate additional resources.
Homeschool Reviews tinyurl.com/hsreviews
The mailing list for homeschooling using free curriculum and educational resources. Members who contribute to the list may be eligible
to win a free copy of the next edition of Homeschool Your Child for
Free!
Homeschooling Step-by-Step homeschoolsteps.com
The companion book to Homeschool Your Child for Free. Topics we
touch on briefly in this survey of free homeschooling resources are
covered in-depth in Homeschooling Step-by-Step. How to run the legal
gauntlet, the finances of single-income homeschooling, creating your
own curriculum materials, and developing a learning environment,
along with scores of approaches to and philosophies of homeschooling
that will exactly meet your family’s needs at every stage of your homeschooling experience. Find an excerpt from Step-by-Step in the appendix at the back of this book.
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Excerpt from
Homeschooling Step-by-Step
Contents
Introduction

1 Getting Started
• How is the book organized?
• What is a homeschooler?
• Why do people homeschool?
• How many families homeschool?
• Does homeschooling work?
• And how much does it cost?
Self-test
Worksheet

2 The Legal Gauntlet
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Is homeschooling legal?
Is my state friendly to homeschoolers?
How did you rank the states?
Why worry about compulsory education ages?
Do all homeschoolers obey the law?
What kind of notification must I give the state?
What is a declaration of intent?
Am I qualified to teach my child?
Do I have to work within a particular school format?
Do I have to teach a specific sequence of classes?
What other reporting requirements must I follow?
How do I create a portfolio?
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• How long must I homeschool each year?
• Should I have my children tested?
• Who pays for the tests?
• What happens if my child scores poorly?
• Is there an alternative to standardized tests?
• Am I allowed to use the public schools as a resource?
• What is the homeschooling law in my state?
• If I run into legal problems, how do I get help?
Self-test
Worksheet

3 Teaching Strategies
• How can I teach effectively?
• What are “Teaching Strategies”?
• How do we use these strategies?
Table of strategies

4 Approaches and Philosophies
• What are teaching approaches?
• How are these approaches different from the strategies described in
Chapter 3?
• Do I need a chalkboard?
• What are the categories of teaching approaches?
• How do I choose an approach?
• How does the Ages and Stages model work?
• How does the model apply to education?
• How do we use these approaches?
Table of Approaches and Philosophies
Self-test

5 Curriculum and Materials
•
•
•
•
•

How do I obtain teaching materials?
What will I need to get started?
Do I really need a computer?
What other teaching aids do I need?
Which reference materials should I have?
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• Should I buy a commercial curriculum?
• If I don’t use a commercial curriculum, how will I know what to teach?
• Where do I find inexpensive, quality materials to build my own
curriculum?
• What are curriculum exchanges?
• What teaching materials are available on line?
• Are there other sources for non-commercial curricula?

6 Gaining Confidence
• How do I teach my children?
• Where do I start?
• I don’t have a teaching certificate. Am I qualified to teach?
• How will I teach difficult academic subjects I didn’t study in college?
• What about laboratory sciences?
• How do I manage such an enormous undertaking?
• Will the PROJECT system work for younger children?
• Will the system work with traditional school-at-home approaches?
• Any cautions before I pull my child out of school?
Self-test
Worksheet

7 A Learning Environment
• What is a learning environment?
• What are learning styles?
• How can I know my child’s learning style?
• How can learning styles help me be a better teacher?
• How can I know my child’s IQ?
• Is my child ready for school?
• What’s my child’s grade level?
• How do I create lesson plans?
• How do I motivate my child to learn?
• How should we schedule our school year?
• How does the environment of our home influence learning?
• How can I create the best possible learning environment?
Self-test
Worksheet
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8 The Balancing Act
• How do I balance so many obligations?
• Should we name our homeschool?
• How can I get organized?
• How do I get our documents organized?
• Can we keep a clean home while homeschooling?
• How should we handle chores?
• What about meal planning?
• Can we live off one income?
• How do we earn extra money?
• Can a single parent homeschool?
• What is Dad’s role in homeschooling?
Tables of Dad’s role research

9 Dealing with Challenges
• What’s the downside of homeschooling?
• What if my spouse disagrees?
• What if my children object?
• What if a grandparent objects?
• How should I respond to questions about “socialization”?
• Does homeschooling damage public schools?
• Don’t families have a religious duty to public-school?
• How do I homeschool a child with special learning needs?
• How do I keep my child motivated to learn?
• How do we stay on track?
• What if we have kids of different ages?
• How do I keep preschoolers occupied while teaching older children?
Worksheet

10 Finding Support
•
•
•
•
•

What kind of support is available to homeschoolers?
How do I get support from other homeschoolers?
How do I find a support group?
What if I can’t find a homeschool group I like?
An entire support group seems too burdensome. Are there other
alternatives?
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• What support is available from commercial and government
organizations?
• What other support is available in my community?
Checklist

11 Graduation Guidance
• What happens after homeschooling?
• How should I prepare for graduation?
• How do I get a diploma?
• What about a transcript?
• What other documentation do I need?
• Should I earn a GED?
• Why college?
• How should I prepare for college admission?
• What if I want to go straight to work?
• Is the military an option?
Checklist

Epilogue
Appendix A
• Homeschooling Laws, State by State

Appendix B
• Ideas for Educational Field Trips

Appendix C
• Websites referenced in this book

Index
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